AFTER   EVEREST
the bloodshed and misery into which they are heedlessly
and suicidally plunging. The way of the Cross is the oiJy
sure foundation for world peace, and perhaps it is India
that is going to teach us this.
In consideration of the original premises on which the
non-co-operation movement was started, it must be remem-
bered in fairness to the British Government that the con-
dition of the Indian peasant is vastly better now than it
was one hundred and fifty years ago. Poverty does cer-
tainly exist all over the country, a very terrible poverty
amounting in some areas to extreme destitution and to the
semi-starvation of millions of people. Nevertheless, the
Pax Britannica has put an end to the lawlessness and
marauding which were common, especially in North India,
at the time when Warren Hastings established good govern- •
ment in India for the first time. In 1772 " the country-
folk are at the mercy of bannias (money-lenders) who can
only be described as devils ; the courts of justice are a by-
word; the country is ravaged by bands of dacoits and
brigands, and armies of marauders figuring as religious
devotees (Sannyasis) range over the province in their
thousands." . . . " The Sannyasis rove continually from
place to place, recruiting their numbers with the healthiest
children they can steal in the countries through which they
pass." Bands of them, several thousand strong,"ravaged,
the northern parts of India, especially Bengal, and " com-
mitted terrible depredations." l All this, and much more,
was replaced by the peace and quietness and organized
justice for which the British Government was responsible,
and which it has preserved all over India during the last
hundred and fifty years. This has got to be set against the
four complaints of the Indian National Congress just
referred to.
After all, patriotism and nationalist feeling is an emo-
tional, not a rational thing.   " We don't want good govem-
1 Quotations from Warren Hastings's letters, 1772 and 1773.   See
V. A. Smith, Oxford History of India, 1923, pp. 510 ff.
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